Tittesworth Reservoir 11 December 2019                         Sandbach U3A Birdwatching Group 1

Just 14 days after our last adventure on the Wirral, we were out again for our pre-Christmas jaunt, this year to Tittesworth Reservoir. We met in the car park by the Visitor Centre, taking some time for all 12 of us to foregather. No problem, as the car park provides good birding, with its surround of trees, well-stocked feeders and even views of the water. And a little close-to-car-park birding also delays the purchase of the car parking ticket a little, keeping it down to a 2 hour slot.

Redwing was an early entrant to the list, slipping quickly and quietly away from its chosen feeding site when disturbed, and always landing on the far side of its next perch. Not what one would call a skulking bird, but certainly a bird that works to preserve its privacy.

The feeders provided four Tit species (Great, Blue, Coal and Willow), and Chaff- and Greenfinch, while Siskin made a brief appearance, before being picked up in nearby trees, where up to four fed.

Nuthatch also brought its missile-like demeanour to the feeders, while House Sparrows pottered about.

We set off to follow the red route down the east side of the shoreline of the reservoir, detouring inland to avoid a scrub-filled inlet. On the outskirts of the play area we encountered a Jay, swallowing an acorn, rummaging in the grass for more, and hopping and flying in front of us for some time, allowing everyone to get good views. Around the corner, a Bullfinch, recognised by its white rump, put in a brief flying appearance. Crossing the bridge a loose flock of passerines flew into trees above some marshy ground. Careful stalking eventually allowed obstructed views of this flighty bunch – more Siskins.

Views across the water were restricted, revealing only Teal, Tufted and Great Crested Grebe to add to our list. Very soft squelchy ground eventually forced us to turn back, picking up the hard core path to return to the car park. Here a Song Thrush dropped from a tree and hopped away from us, before we moved on to the feeders close to the entrance. These were busier than most McDonalds, and Willow Tit and Treecreeper emerged in front of us. Out on the water Cormorant, Common Gull and Canadas were easy targets. More Reed Buntings, and a Pheasant appeared for the free feed.

We crossed the road to the East hide, which overlooked a mainly empty patch of water. As we were sitting down, a pair of Goosander exited stage left. Coots and Mallard were the only other occupants, and only Long-Tailed Tits entertained us on the feeders adjacent to the hide. And on to the Lazy Trout, where we were joined by another five of our members to enjoy our Christmas lunch. Cards were exchanged, carols were not sung, and our food tasted all the better for the 41 species seen in just over 2 hours! I wish you good birding in 2020!










Richard Howells
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Greater Canada Goose      

Teal                      

Mallard                   

Tufted Duck               

Goosander                 

Pheasant                  

Great Crested Grebe       

Cormorant                 

Moorhen                   

Common Coot               

Black-headed Gull         

Common Gull               

Lesser Black-backed Gull  

Rock Pigeon               

Stock-Dove                

Wood-Pigeon               

Wren                      

Dunnock                   

Robin                     

Blackbird                 

Song Thrush               

Redwing                   

Long-tailed-Tit           

Blue Tit                  

Great Tit                 

Coal Tit                  

Willow Tit                

Wood Nuthatch             

Treecreeper               

Jay                       

Black-billed Magpie       

Jackdaw                   

Carrion Crow              

Starling                  

House Sparrow             

Chaffinch                 

Greenfinch                

Goldfinch                 

Siskin                    

Bullfinch                 

Reed Bunting              

