Connah's Quay Field Trip 25th September 2019

Our start to the 2019/2020 season was fairly low-key, as just ten birders crossed the Dee for our opening field trip. Low-key it may have seemed but the birding was of good quality. Particularly as a Marsh Harrier was spotted as we crossed the bridge, and was first into the notebook.

We started our visit at the West hide, renowned for its sometimes arctic conditions. Just after high tide and with mud exposed below the hide, we were quickly rattling up the data. Heron and Little Egret were prominent due to their size, but smaller waders were soon picked out – Lapwing, Curlew, Black-tailed Godwit, Redshank and Ringed Plover plus Oystercatcher in the distance. Gulls and wildfowl were the supporting cast with quite large flocks of Canada Geese feeding on the estuary.

Swivelling in our seats to obtain views out of the back of the hide, up to three Little Grebes graced the largest of the Ashy Pools, together with some eclipse Shoveler. A juvenile Peregrine then claimed our attention out on Oakenholt Marsh, and three Meadow Pipits overflew the hide. The tide had ebbed quite a way by this time, and we decamped to the other end of the reserve for lunch. Unfortunately the Visitor Centre was closed, but good use was made of the other facilities. 

While butty boxes and flasks were being dragged out of car boots, a flash of azure blue alerted us to a Kingfisher perching and fishing from a carefully placed branch in front of the VC. All the birders had very good views of this Kingfisher, which put on a show for us.

After lunch, we used the hides alongside the Bunded pools and some very good sightings were made. Two Great White Egrest flew into the pools, and half a dozen Greenshank were identified among the Redshank. Five Spotted Redshanks were also picked out, allowing good comparisons to be made between the three species. The sight of two white periscopes made the heart quicken for a while, until consultation with a local birder informed us that these two geese had been around for some time, and could not be counted as Snow Geese.

Despite this minor disappointment, we had a great day's birding, finishing with 44 species for the day.











Richard Howells

Connah's Quay Trip List 25th September 2019
	Greater Canada Goose      
	Moorhen                   
	Common Kingfisher         

	Shelduck                  
	Common Coot               
	Meadow Pipit              

	Wigeon                    
	Oystercatcher             
	Dunnock                   

	Teal                      
	Ringed Plover             
	Robin                     

	Mallard                   
	Lapwing                   
	Blackbird                 

	Shoveler                  
	Black-tailed Godwit       
	Long-tailed-Tit           

	Tufted Duck               
	Curlew                    
	Blue Tit                  

	Little Grebe              
	Spotted Redshank          
	Great Tit                 

	Cormorant                 
	Greenshank                
	Black-billed Magpie       

	Little Egret              
	Redshank                  
	Carrion Crow              

	Great Egret               
	Lesser Black-backed Gull  
	Starling                  

	Grey Heron                
	Herring Gull              
	Chaffinch                 

	Marsh Harrier             
	Great Black-backed Gull   
	Greenfinch                

	Buzzard                   
	Stock-Dove                
	Goldfinch

	Peregrine                 
	Wood-Pigeon               
	


