Moore Nature Reserve 27th Feb 2019                                    Sandbach U3A Birdwatching Group 1

A dozen or so birders turned up at Moore for our February field trip. Well worth a visit as it is currently under threat. Peel Holdings (who own the land) are looking at a port alongside the reserve, while Moore village has massive housing developments pending.

Back to more cheerful events. As we donned boots and heaved telescopes out of car boots, a Song Thrush serenaded us from roadside trees. And before we left the car park a couple of Mistle Thrush were seen  in fields on the east side. Walking up Lapwing Lane we ran across a Treecreeper engrossed in its usual search and destroy mission on bugs secreted in tree bark. We heard too the “yaffle” of a Green Woodpecker.

From the Lapwing Lane Hide, overlooking Lapwing Lake (anyone see a theme here?) we saw a single Pochard with a handful of Tufted Duck. Studying the wildfowl at longer range revealed  a Goldeneye diving, and Teal, Gadwall and Wigeon dabbling. No great numbers of any species, but the variety was notable.

We walked on, up to the feeding station, watching the constant toing and froing as birds helped themselves to the feed on offer. All the usual Tits were there, so it was disappointing later to discover that both Willow & Marsh Tits had been reported at Moore that day. We saw Nuthatch and Great Spotted Woodpecker there, while numerous Chaffinch and the odd Greenfinch added both colour and diversity.

We chose the canal bed path after that, and walked up checking both the Canal Bed and Forestry Commission Hides, but added little. Except we were intrigued to hear the drumming of a woodpecker apparently coming from the woods emanating from the west end of Lapwing Lake. The drumming appeared to be slightly longer than normally associated with Great Spotted and weaker also. And the individual beak strikes could be distinguished, quite different from the manic short & fast drum roll of the Great Spot, when often it is heard as a single sound. So the sound of a Lesser Spotted Woodpecker. But try as we might, not a flicker of movement in the canopy betrayed the whereabouts of this sought-after species.

We climbed the flights of steps to the Ship Canal bank and spent some time in the Sedge Hide while the heavy breathing subsided. Again not a great deal to add – Buzzard, Little Grebe, Goldfinch & Reed Bunting. After picking up lunch from the car park we strolled on to Birchwood Pool, eating in the hide or on benches or even on the ground. Grebe Hide lived up to its name with Great Crested Grebes on the pool, while a Kestrel hovered nearby.

We walked along the south side of the pool to the Birch Strip Hide, one of the hides favoured by gull watchers when Arpley Tip was still going, and gulls would come down to the pool to bathe. And on further to Pump House Hide, where our persistence paid off with views of the resident Oystercatchers. Last to enter the list was a Redwing skipping along a hawthorn hedge,

Forty-six species made it on to the trip list, a very respectable total for a February outing. Spring could just about be detected in the air!     

                                                                                                                  Richard Howells

   Moore Trip List.

	Mute Swan                  
	Lapwing Lake.

	Greater Canada Goose       
	Lapwing Lake.

	Wigeon                     
	Lapwing Lake.

	Gadwall                    
	Lapwing Lake.

	Teal                       
	Lapwing Lake.

	Mallard                    
	Lapwing Lake.

	Pochard                    
	Single male Lapwing Lake.

	Tufted Duck                
	Lapwing Lake.

	Common Goldeneye           
	Lapwing Lake.

	Little Grebe               
	Lapwing Lake.

	Great Crested Grebe        
	Birchwood Pool.

	Cormorant                  
	Lapwing Lake.

	Grey Heron                 
	Lapwing Lake.

	Buzzard                    
	Lapwing Lake.

	Kestrel                    
	Moos Wood.

	Moorhen                    
	Lapwing Lake & Birchwood Pool.

	Common Coot                
	Lapwing Lake & Birchwood Pool.

	Oystercatcher              
	Pump House Pool.

	Black-headed Gull          
	Lapwing Lake & Birchwood Pool.

	Lesser Black-backed Gull   
	Birchwood Pool.

	Stock-Dove                 
	Dog field.

	Wood-Pigeon                
	Car park.

	Green Woodpecker           
	Heard Lapwing Lane.

	Great Spotted Woodpecker   
	Feeding station.

	Lesser Spotted Woodpecker  
	Heard woodland west of Lapwing Lake.

	Wren                       
	Many heard, and eventually seen Birch Wood.

	Dunnock                    
	Several seen.

	Robin                      
	Several seen.

	Blackbird                  
	Several seen.

	Song Thrush                
	Heard car park.

	Redwing                    
	Hedgerow along Dog Field.

	Mistle Thrush              
	Two on Dog Field

	Long-tailed-Tit            
	Birch Wood & Lapwing Lane.

	Blue Tit                   
	Feeding Station.

	Great Tit                  
	Feeding Station.

	Coal Tit                   
	Feeding Station.

	Wood Nuthatch              
	Feeding Station.

	Treecreeper                
	Lapwing Lane.

	Black-billed Magpie        
	Several seen.

	Jackdaw                    
	Several seen.

	Carrion Crow               
	Several seen.

	Chaffinch                  
	Feeding Station.

	Greenfinch                 
	Feeding Station.

	Goldfinch                  
	Feeding Station.

	Bullfinch                  
	Near Sedge Hide.

	Reed Bunting
	Near Sedge Hide.


