Report of Birdwatching Group 2

Martin Mere, 9th January 2019

There were eight of us on a beautiful, cold bright morning with excellent visibility. 

The main mere was as usual packed with water fowl; huge numbers of Shelduck, Whooper Swans, Pintail and other ducks and we had some very close views of Godwits and Ruff.

Out around the reserve we had several views of a Barn Owl hunting over the marsh and later some of us were fortunate enough to see a Tawny Owl peering out its box before our presence disturbed it.

One of the advantages of Martin Mere is that we could view closely some captive birds not normally seen such as the White FrontGeese and a pair of Scaup; these are not in my list. 

 In all we saw 44 species on the day:

[image: image1.emf]Whooper Swan Cygnus cygnus 

Pink-footed Goose Anser brachyrhynchus 

Greylag Goose Anser anser 

Shelduck Tadorna tadorna 

Eurasian Wigeon Anas penelope 

Eurasian Teal Anas crecca 

Mallard Anas platyrhynchos 

Northern Pintail Anas acuta 

Northern Shoveler Anas clypeata 

Common Pochard Aythya ferina 

Tufted Duck Aythya fuligula 

Common Eider Somateria mollissima 

Common Goldeneye Bucephala clangula 

Pheasant Phasianus colchicus 

Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus 

Common Buzzard Buteo buteo 

Kestrel Falco tinnunculus 

Moorhen Gallinula chloropus 

Coot Fulica atra 

Northern Lapwing Vanellus vanellus 

Ruff Philomachus pugnax 

Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa 

Black-headed Gull Chroicocephalus ridibundus 

Great Black-backed Gull Larus marinus 

Stock Dove Columba oenas 

Woodpigeon Columba palumbus 

Barn Owl Tyto alba 

Tawny Owl Strix aluco 

Magpie Pica pica 

Jackdaw Corvus monedula 

Carrion Crow Corvus corone 

Blue Tit Cyanistes caeruleus 

Great Tit Parus major 

Goldcrest Regulus regulus 

Wren Troglodytes troglodytes 

Treecreeper Certhia familiaris 

Blackbird  Turdus merula 

Song Thrush Turdus philomelos 

Robin Erithacus rubecula 

Dunnock Prunella modularis 

Tree Sparrow Passer montanus 

Pied Wagtail Motacilla alba  yarrellii

Greenfinch Chloris chloris 

Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis 
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