SANDBACH U3A BIRDWATCHING PROGRAMME 2015/2016 

	Date
	Venue
	Possible species
	Remarks
	High tide
	Rough distance/time
	Approx price not inc. fuel

	16 Sep 2015
	RSPB Conwy LL31 9XZ & N Wales coast 
	Goosander, Curlew Sandpiper, Little Stint, Greenshank, hirundines.
	Visitor centre, cafe, toilets, 4 hides, 2 screens.
	1320 Conwy
	79m/1hr 25
	

	28 Oct 2015
	RSPB Marshside. PR9 9PB
	Wigeon, Pintail, waders, Skylark, Linnet
	2 hides, Screens Visitor centre, toilet.
	1100
	51m/1hr 10
	

	25 Nov 2015
	Shropshire Meres  Fenn's & Whixall Mosses NNR  SY13 2RT

& Hanmer Mere                         

   SY13 3DE
	Wildfowl, chance of Peregrine, Merlin, Short-eared Owl

Goosander


	No facilities on site. Nearest on Whitchurch bypass.

No facilities, but pub in village
	1000
	30m/55mins
	

	16 Dec 2015
	 Marbury Country Pk CW9 6AT &   Neumann's Flash
	Wildfowl, winter finches & thrushes, Snipe.
	Northwich Community Woodlands hides.
	1330
	16m/27 mins
	Parking charge. Christmas Lunch at the Spinner & Bergamot

	27 Jan 2016
	Heswall CH60 9JS and

 New Brighton CH45 2JU 
	Redshank, Black-tailed Godwit, Shelduck, waders, raptors

Turnstone, Purple Sandpiper
	Toilet in Public Library, Telegraph Road

Facilities
	1230
	50m/60 mins
	There may be car parking charges.

	24 Feb 2016
	Martin Mere WWT L40 0TA 
	Bewick's and Whooper Swans, Pink-footed Geese, Pintail, Shoveler, Shelduck, Ruff, Lapwing, raptors.
	Good facilities, 9 hides.
	1812
	46m/58 mins
	Entrance charge for non WWT members

	23 Mar 2016
	Middleton Lakes B78 2AE
	Cetti's Warbler, Heron, Blackcap, Cuckoo, Skylark
	1 hide, 3 screens, 3 viewing platforms, 
	1712
	61m/1hr 5mins
	nearest toilet 270 yds for customers of Middleton Hall Courtyard.

	27 Apr 2016
	Coombes Valley RSPB ST13 7EU & Westport Lake ST6 4RZ 
	Woodland birds, Woodpeckers, Finches, Chiffchaff
	Visitor Centre, toilet.
	1336
	22m/45 mins
	

	9-14 May 2016 
	Speyside
	Osprey, Capercailie, Crested Tit, Black Grouse, Crossbill, Golden Eagle, Ptarmigan, Snow Bunting, Dotterel, Merlin, Black-throated Diver, Red-throated Diver, Slavonian Grebe, Purple Sandpiper
	Loch Garten, Findhorn Valley, Cairgorm, Loch Ruthven, Lochindorb, Burghhead (Moray Firth)
	1600
	By train. Transport by minibus.
	Staying at Carrbridge. Waiting list only, contact Richard 01270-764882


RSPB = Royal Society for the Protection of Birds
WWT = Wildfowl & Wetlands Trust

LNR = Local Nature Reserve
               
               WT = Wildlife Trust
                                               CP = Country Park                                          SSSI = Site of Special Scientific Interest

