Hoylake and Burton Mere 22 Oct 2014


Sandbach U3A Birdwatchers

The group was unable to proceed with its visit to Belvide, so advantage was taken of the weather conditions, and the subsiding Hurricane Gonzalo, and the group took itself off to the North Wirral Coast, hoping to see a few storm-tossed waifs battling the conditions. The wind was still north-westerly at Hoylake, although moderating from the 70mph winds of the previous day. The group took refuge behind the flood defence wall and peered over the top at the shorebirds on the rising tide, in the process having to dodge the new RNLI lifeboat-launching tractor and cradle, which was being driven up and down the beach from the lifeboat station itself.

Curlew and Bar-tailed Godwits immediately took the eye, before binoculars and telescopes picked out medium and smaller denizens of the shoreline, Grey Plover, Dunlin and Sanderling. Gulls were much in evidence and all five common British species were quickly logged, Great Black-backed, Lesser Black-backed, Herring, Common and Black-headed. Shelduck were scattered all along the shore, and Oystercatcher, Ringed Plover and Redshank padded out the wader list. 

As the tide flooded the East Hoyle bank, some study was made of the sea beyond, although this was difficult with the waves. Two or three Manx Shearwaters were seen through telescopes, together with a very brief glimpse of a Long-tailed Duck. Our waif was located on the beach, a little distance to the group's left, a young Gannet on the sand, looking as if it was all a bit too much. And as the tide peaked a small flock of Pintail headed west into the wind.

Seeking more shelter to eat our lunch, the group headed off to Burton Mere Wetlands, with its indoor visitor centre, log burner and coffee machine. While sandwiches were reduced to just a few crumbs, the recently-resident Cattle Egret made its appearance, staying true to its name by foraging among the Longhorn cattle, on loan to the RSPB from the Cheshire Wildlife Trust. Various wildfowl made their way into notebooks, including Teal, Gadwall and Wigeon. Waders too, as Snipe were winkled out from their camouflaged locations, Lapwings, Ruff, a single Dunlin, and a single Curlew Sandpiper.

Pinkfooted Geese were seen out on the marsh, and small flocks were flying overhead. A Marsh Harrier cruised high over the Visitor Centre, before a Peregrine exploded through the throng, most birds taking flight to take advantage of the flock instinct, and to preserve their manoeuvrability. The last entry of the day was a Grey Wagtail, seen on one of the small islands in the pool in front of the Visitor Centre. The day's count took us to

54, a great day's birding.
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	Mute Swan
	22/10/14
	Burton Mere

	Pink-footed Goose
	22/10/14
	Burton Mere

	Greylag Goose
	22/10/14
	Burton Mere

	Canada Goose
	22/10/14
	Burton Mere

	Shelduck
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	Wigeon
	22/10/14
	Burton Mere

	Gadwall
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	Teal
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	Mallard
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	Burton Mere

	Pintail
	22/10/14
	Hoylake

	Shoveler
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	Tufted Duck
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	Long-tailed Duck
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	Manx Shearwater
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	Gannet
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	Cormorant
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	Cattle Egret
	22/10/14
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	Grey Heron
	22/10/14
	Burton Mere

	Marsh Harrier
	22/10/14
	Burton Mere

	Kestrel
	22/10/14
	Saughall Massie

	Peregrine
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	Moorhen
	22/10/14
	Burton Mere

	Coot
	22/10/14
	Burton Mere

	Oystercatcher
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	Ringed Plover
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	Grey Plover
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	Lapwing
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	Sanderling
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	Curlew Sandpiper
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	Dunlin
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	Ruff
	22/10/14
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	Common Snipe
	22/10/14
	Burton Mere

	Bar-tailed Godwit 
	22/10/14
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	Curlew
	22/10/14
	Hoylake

	Redshank
	22/10/14
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	Black-headed Gull
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	Common Gull
	22/10/14
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	Lesser Black-backed Gull
	22/10/14
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	Herring Gull
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	Great Black-backed Gull
	22/10/14
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	Skylark
	22/10/14
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	Grey Wagtail
	22/10/14
	Burton Mere

	Pied Wagtail 
	22/10/14
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	Blue Tit
	22/10/14
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	Great Tit
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	Coal Tit
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	Magpie 
	22/10/14
	Burton Mere

	Jackdaw
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	Rook
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	Carrion Crow
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	Starling
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	Chaffinch
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	Greenfinch
	22/10/14
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	Goldfinch
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