Belvide Reservoir  26th November 2014 

We were able to visit Belvide a month later than planned, thanks to the very helpful nature of the West Midlands Bird Club, who are responsible for issuing permits to the site. Weather forecasts immediately prior to our visit were not encouraging, so much so that plans were made for an indoor meeting instead. However, the day dawned damp, occasionally mizzly, and although it remained so for much of the day, it never deteriorated into either the forecast fog or rain.

A dozen gathered in the car park at Belvide and were disrupted from the chore of putting boots on by the appearance of Pheasants in the fields, and Wrens dodging around in the undergrowth. Eventually all were assembled and booted, and we headed off into the wood.

Belvide has received a welcome upgrade in recent months, and our first inkling of that was the newly-constructed woodland hide. Here the first bird noted on the feeders was Nuthatch, and Coal Tits quickly followed amongst their commoner congeners. Onwards down to the first waterside hide, the Scott hide, and here we settled in to work through the waterbirds on the reservoir. Goldeneye were quickly evident, dotted across the whole reservoir, both male and females. They were into their usual party trick – diving for food just as binocular lenses settled on to them! Great Crested Grebe too were in good numbers.

In contrast, a glance into the clouded sky brought the sighting of 22 Golden Plover – something had spooked them from the newly-moved earth of bunds, pools and scrapes that have been put in along much of the southern shore. A small flock of ducks close to the dam wall caused some head-scratching before the identity was settled by a regular – 8 Common Scoter that had made Belvide a temporary home.

Next stop was the new Andrew Chappell hide (a Munn hide replacement, relocated further away from the Scott hide). Here we were able to take in a different view of the east end and the dam wall, gaining good sightings of Teal and Tufted Duck. The green paths round to the Gazebo hide were full of thrushes, Redwing and Fieldfares constantly on the move ahead of the group, as they stripped Hawthorn berries from the trees. A single Mistle thrush was added to the total, and then, to our surprise, two Corn Buntings flew into a tree and posed long enough for all to see.

The Gazebo hide revealed another crop of waterbirds, Cormorant, Wigeon, Canada,Shelduck and Shoveler. Here too, feeders were drawing in smaller species, single Reed Bunting and Tree Sparrow making the daylist. A Marsh Tit caused much discussion, as some in the group favoured Willow and others Marsh. According to the West Midlands Bird Report, both breed at Belvide. Neater bib, pale cast to the underside plumage and lack of pale panel in the closed wing placed this one firmly in the Marsh Tit camp.

On to the West End Memorial hide, and the last species of duck for our list, with several pairs of Gadwall on, or just off, the far bank. Here too we singled out Great Black-backed, Herring and an elusive Common Gull to add to earlier Lesser Black-backs and Black-heads. Our walk back to the car added Greenfinch, and as we left Brewood, Buzzard and Jay were added, to bring our total for the day to 49. Given a little time for the new earthworks to mature, Belvide must certainly be added to our “to-visit” list for the future.

Belvide Reservoir  26th November 2014                                 Sandbach U3A Birdwatchers

	Mute Swan
	26/11/14
	3-4 at the West End

	Greater Canada
	26/11/14
	3-4 at the West End

	Shelduck
	26/11/14
	Several at the West End

	Wigeon
	26/11/14
	Gazebo & West End hides

	Gadwall
	26/11/14
	Gazebo & West End hides

	Teal
	26/11/14
	Thinly spread close to most reservoir edges.

	Shoveler
	26/11/14
	Chappell, Gazebo & West End hides

	Tufted Duck
	26/11/14
	Scott & West End hides

	Common Scoter
	26/11/14
	Scott & Chappell hides, flock of 8 close to dam wall

	Common Goldeneye
	26/11/14
	Common throughout

	Pheasant
	26/11/14
	Around car park & Woodland Hide

	Great Crested Grebe 
	26/11/14
	Common throughout

	Cormorant
	26/11/14
	West end of Reservoir

	Grey Heron
	26/11/14
	Scott & West End Hides.

	Buzzard
	26/11/14
	Brewood

	Moorhen
	26/11/14
	Chappell hide.

	Coot
	26/11/14
	Belvide Reservoir

	Golden Plover
	26/11/14
	22 seen from Chappell hide in flight.

	Lapwing
	26/11/14
	Godd number on West end bank

	Black-headed Gull
	26/11/14
	Mainly east end of res.

	Common Gull
	26/11/14
	Single West End

	Lesser Black-backed Gull
	26/11/14
	Good numbers West End.

	Herring Gull
	26/11/14
	2-3 West End

	Great Black-backed Gull
	26/11/14
	West End, group of 7-9 came in to bathe

	Wood Pigeon
	26/11/14
	Farm land to south.

	Pied Wagtail 
	26/11/14
	Several on reservoir side, two perching on submerged wood, Gazebo.

	Wren
	26/11/14
	Car park & Gazebo hide.

	Dunnock
	26/11/14
	Woodland Hide

	Robin
	26/11/14
	Car Park

	Blackbird
	26/11/14
	Car Park

	Fieldfare
	26/11/14
	Between Chappell & Gazebo hides

	Redwing
	26/11/14
	Between Chappell & Gazebo hides

	Mistle Thrush
	26/11/14
	Single between Chappell & Gazebo hides

	Blue Tit
	26/11/14
	Woodland Hide

	Great Tit
	26/11/14
	Woodland Hide

	Coal Tit
	26/11/14
	Woodland Hide

	Marsh Tit
	26/11/14
	Gazebo hide on feeders.

	Nuthatch
	26/11/14
	Woodland Hide

	Jay
	26/11/14
	Brewood

	Magpie 
	26/11/14
	Farm land to south.

	Rook
	26/11/14
	Farm land to south.

	Carrion Crow
	26/11/14
	Common

	Starling
	26/11/14
	Farm land to south.

	Tree Sparrow
	26/11/14
	One from Gazebo hide.

	Chaffinch
	26/11/14
	Woodland hide

	Greenfinch
	26/11/14
	One near Gazebo hide.

	Goldfinch
	26/11/14
	Gazebo hide.

	Reed Bunting
	26/11/14
	One from Gazebo hide.

	Corn Bunting
	26/11/14
	Two near Gazebo hide


