Parkgate & Burton Mere Wetlands 27/11/2019 

                                                                         Sandbach U3A Birdwatching Group 1
High tide in the Dee was scheduled for around 1130, so we started our day at Parkgate. Members arrived at intervals, and although cold and damp we settled in for a mornings' birdwatching. Salt marsh habitues Teal, Lapwing, Black--headed Gull and Heron were quick entries into the notebook, while parties of Pink-footed Geese made short sorties over the marshes. A male Marsh Harrier was an early flypast, the first of what must have been a dozen sightings.

Black-tailed Godwits, Curlew and Redshank added to the wader list, along with Little and Great Whte Egrets, Canada, Greylag and Shelduck to the wildfowl tally. Small wisps of Snipe moved stances across the marsh grassland. In the trees behind the car park we recorded Greenfinch, Goldfinch, Reed Bunting, Linnet and Meadow Pipit.

The flocks on the marsh were flighty, and we were soon aware of one of the reasons, as a Merlin charged across in front of us. Before too long a Sparrowhawk flapped and glided diagonally across our front, scattering the passerines. Raven and Great Black-backed Gull were noted, and the cold was just about to drive us back into the warmth of our cars when one of our target birds appeared, a Short-eared Owl rising spectre-like a good way out, and being mobbed by corvids. The owl, shaking off its pursuers, banked to the west and headed out over the Dee estuary, while we now headed to the warm, 39 species to the good.

A short transit to Burton brought the whole group into the visitor centre to eat our butties (in the warm!) while checking out the pools and scrapes in front of us. More wildfowl were added with Shoveler, Wigeon, Gadwall and Little Grebe. A pair on Stonechat kept us entertained along the fenceline to the left of our obsrvation point. After lunch, we made the trek out to the Marsh Covert hide, but found little new apart from Long-tailed Tit and Jay.

All-in-all an excellent days birding at two of the Wirral's premier sites, allowing us to accumulate 59 species for the day, in what may well be a record day for the group.








Richard Howells

	NAME                                 LOCATION              

	Pink-footed Goose              Parkgate Marsh        

	Greylag Goose                   Parkgate Marsh & Burton Mere Wetlands  

	Greater Canada Goose       Parkgate Marsh & Burton Mere Wetlands  

	Shelduck                             Parkgate Marsh & Burton Mere Wetlands  

	Wigeon                               Burton Mere Wetlands  

	Gadwall                              Burton Mere Wetlands  

	Teal                                    Parkgate Marsh        

	Mallard                               Parkgate Marsh & Burton Mere Wetlands  

	Shoveler                            Burton Mere Wetlands  

	Tufted Duck                      Burton Mere Wetlands  

	Pheasant                            Burton Mere Wetlands  

	Little Grebe                       Burton Mere Wetlands  

	Cormorant                         Parkgate Marsh        

	Little Egret                        Parkgate Marsh        

	Great Egret                        Parkgate Marsh & Burton Mere Wetlands  

	Grey Heron                       Parkgate Marsh        

	Marsh Harrier                   Parkgate Marsh        

	Eurasian Sparrowhawk     Parkgate Marsh        

	Buzzard                             Burton Mere Wetlands  

	Kestrel                               Parkgate Marsh & Burton Mere Wetlands  

	Merlin                                Parkgate Marsh        

	Moorhen                            Burton Mere Wetlands  

	Common Coot                   Burton Mere Wetlands  

	Lapwing                            Parkgate Marsh        

	Common Snipe                 Parkgate Marsh        

	Black-tailed Godwit         Parkgate Marsh & Burton Mere Wetlands  

	Curlew                              Parkgate Marsh        

	Redshank                          Parkgate Marsh & Burton Mere Wetlands  

	Black-headed Gull            Parkgate Marsh & Burton Mere Wetlands  

	Common Gull                   Burton Mere Wetlands  

	Lesser Black-backed Gull  Parkgate Marsh        

	Herring Gull                     Parkgate Marsh        

	Great Black-backed Gull   Parkgate Marsh        

	Stock-Dove                      Parkgate Marsh        

	Wood-Pigeon                   Parkgate Marsh & Burton Mere Wetlands  

	Short-eared Owl               Parkgate Marsh        

	Meadow Pipit                   Parkgate Marsh & Burton Mere Wetlands  

	White Wagtail yarrellii    Burton Mere Wetlands  

	Wren                                Parkgate Marsh & Burton Mere Wetlands  

	Dunnock                          Parkgate Marsh        

	Robin                               Parkgate Marsh        

	Stonechat                         Burton Mere Wetlands  

	Blackbird                         Parkgate Marsh        

	Long-tailed-Tit                Burton Mere Wetlands  

	Blue Tit                           Burton Mere Wetlands  

	Great Tit                          Burton Mere Wetlands  

	Wood Nuthatch               Burton Mere Wetlands  

	Jay                                   Burton Mere Wetlands  

	Black-billed Magpie       Parkgate Marsh & Burton Mere Wetlands  

	Jackdaw                          Burton Mere Wetlands  

	Rook                               Burton Mere Wetlands  

	Carrion Crow                  Parkgate Marsh & Burton Mere Wetlands  

	Raven                              Parkgate Marsh        

	Starling                           Parkgate Marsh & Burton Mere Wetlands  

	Chaffinch                       Burton Mere Wetlands  

	Greenfinch                     Parkgate Marsh        

	Goldfinch                       Parkgate Marsh        

	Linnet                             Parkgate Marsh        

	Reed Bunting                 Parkgate Marsh & Burton Mere Wetlands  


