Pennington Flash Field Trip 16th October 2019

Our contact at Blithfield had indicated that water levels in the reservoir were very high and consequently there weren’t many birds around.  We therefore decided to change our location for the day to Pennington Flash, a fairly local reserve with good facilities with several hides giving close views of birds.
After a rainy journey under dark and threatening skies we arrived at the site as the sun began to emerge.  One of the first sightings was of a Common Tern over the Mere, the last one of three which had been seen during the summer.  Tufted Ducks, Canada Geese, Coots and a Pochard were among the birds sited on the water. A lone Oystercatcher was also present at the far end of the car park ( a resident apparently).  A flying Gull with black head markings and white primaries was thought to have been a Med Gull.

The first hide, overlooking the corner of the Mere, gave us good views of sunning Cormorants, Little Grebes and a female Shoveller.  
Heading anti-clockwise we spent some time enjoying the Bunting hide with close and engaging views of many woodland birds including Nuthatch, Willow Tit and male and female Bullfinch.
The Teal Hide revealed a group of Gadwall and an exciting Goosander

Over lunch in the New Hide we were lucky enough to see at least one kingfisher darting past, along with end of summer Dragonflies.  In the hide facing in the other direction there were several Herons stalking the shallows, and glimpses of a Water Rail amongst the reeds.

Returning to the first hide we were hoping to find some Snipe but the hide was facing directly into a cold wind coming off the water so we decided to call it a day.

.

We finished with a very creditable 43 species for the day.











Louise
Pennington Flash Trip List 16th October 2019

	Greater Canada Goose      
	Moorhen                   
	Common Kingfisher         

	 Magpie         
	Common Coot               
	Kestril

	 Water Rail
	Oystercatcher             
	Med Gull            

	Teal                      
	Black-Headed Gull
	Robin                     

	Mallard                   
	Lapwing                   
	Blackbird                 

	Shoveler                  
	Common Tern
	Great-Crested grebe

	Tufted Duck               
	Mute Swan         
	Blue Tit                  

	Little Grebe              
	Pochard
	Great Tit                 

	Cormorant                 
	Dunnock       
	Jay

	Nuthatch
	Willow Tit              
	Carrion Crow              

	Coal Tit
	Lesser Black-backed Gull  
	Starling                  

	Grey Heron                
	Herring Gull              
	Chaffinch                 

	Bullfinch
	Wood-Pigeon               
	Gadwall           

	Buzzard                   
	Stock-Dove                
	Goldfinch

	Goosander
	
	

	
	
	


