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Membership Renewal 

The annual process of issuing renewal letters to all members of Sandbach & District 
U3A has started. There are some key points you should note: 

 The Sandbach U3A year starts in September so the payment we are asking 
for now will take your membership up to the end of August 2018. 

 Three quarters of the letters are being hand delivered by volunteers to 
members in their local area saving over £400 in postage costs. The 
volunteers take their time delivering the letters so that the U3A desk in 
Sandbach library is not overwhelmed by early renewals. This means that 
some members may feel temporarily left out. If you have not received a 
renewal letter by the end of May 2017, please send an email to 
SandbachU3A@hotmail.co.uk 

 For the next two sessions in Sandbach library there will be extra committee 
members on hand to issue the membership cards for the year ending August 
2018. This should reduce the queues but you may at any time drop your 
renewal letter including a cheque and a stamped addressed envelope in the 
box under the U3A noticeboard in Sandbach library. 

 You may renew your membership at any time up to September 2017. 

Social Events 

Tickets are still available for the following events: 

 Sunset Boulevard on Wednesday 1st Nov 2017 £34 

 Bury Market & Steam Train on Wednesday 25th Oct 2017 £25 

 Llandudno Trip Thursday 8th Jun 2017 £12 

Call Alice on 765856 for information or call at the U3A desk in Sandbach library on 
the 2nd or 4th Wednesday of every month to buy a ticket. 
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Group Sign-Up Day 

 
Hello fellow U3A members.  

I'm Sandy Boyle and I've been asked by the committee to coordinate this event. I've 
been getting busy with the planning group and here is a date for your diary: 

Wednesday August 30th 10am to 12 noon, Wesley Centre, Chapel Street. 

This will be the group sign up day, which we used to call “Enrolment Day”. If you 
would like to join new groups or sign up again for old ones, please come along and 
see what's on offer. If you have friends who are new to U3A they will also be 
welcome and can join at the new members' table. 

This will be a busy event and it will be time-consuming to renew your U3A 
membership during the morning as well as look at the range of groups available. All 
existing members will have received a renewal letter and, as you'll see, you can 
renew your membership in person at the library, on the 2nd and 4th Wednesday of 
every month, or by sending the renewal letter, a cheque for £8 and a stamped 
addressed envelope by post to Sandbach U3A membership  c/o Sandbach Library 
Sandbach CW11 1FJ. To save postage you may drop the renewal letter, cheque and 
SAE into the U3A box at Sandbach library. Please do take advantage of one of these 
methods. If you are already a member of Sandbach U3A, you will be able to sign up 
for groups as soon as you arrive at the Wesley Centre. 

Existing members should access the centre via the double doors on Chapel Street. 
This is near the public car park. New members should come in through the Wesley 
Avenue entrance. 

The planning group and I are really looking forward to meeting you all. 

Willing To Help Lead A Second Birdwatching Group? 

 

The Birdwatching group has had a significant (5 strong) waiting list this season. It's 
the first time we have had to ask so many would-be watchers to sit on the bench and 
wait for their opportunity. Although we have tried to accommodate the members of 
the list but haven't so far been able to do so. We feel that the current group size of 
20 with a regular attendance of 15-16 is probably the maximum number we can 
accommodate, particularly as members now have to wait turns to peer out of hide 
slits. 

We think it is probably time for a second birdwatching group to start, indeed one 
person on our waiting list has potentially agreed to help with the admin of such a 
group.  We would definitely support any new leader(s) with help and advice, to the 
extent that a second group could easily use the same programme for the season, 
thus reducing the research side of the job. 
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You could choose the day you wanted to go out (e.g. fifth Sunday instead of third 
Wednesday), and more importantly the time (a later start time might be tempting!). 
You could make your own choice of bird reserves (or use group 1's programme), and 
have the opportunity, with a smaller group, to visit some of the smaller reserves.  

If the idea of leading a second, small birdwatching group appeals to you, please 
contact Richard Howells or Louise Adams via birdwatching@sandbachu3a.org.uk 

Members’ Meetings 

It seems rather a shock to realise that May's Members' Morning in the Town Hall is 
the last of the season, before we have our summer break.  Where has the year gone 
to so quickly?  Of course, it is because, as Sandbach U3A members, we are all so 
busy with our various group activities and our U3A inspired friendships, the months 
speed by.  

The final meeting, then, sees Claire Moores giving an intriguing historical talk on 
medical men in Cheshire  "Physick, Pothecary or Chirurgeon?  When she contacted 
me with a list of her talks, my curiosity was aroused as I reckoned anyone who can 
think up such titles must be worth meeting!  As usual, the venue is the Town Hall 
with refreshments served from 10am.  Please note, due to the Bank Holiday, the 
date is a week later than usual on Monday May 8th. We will also be welcoming 
Sandy Boyle who is organising our important event at the start of next season - 
Group Sign Up Day. She will explain the new arrangements for enrolling onto the 
2017-18 programme of groups.  

Next year's programme is complete, obviously always hoping that unforeseen 
circumstances do not prevent speakers from attending, always a worry when we 
need to book speakers so far in advance.  Interesting speakers have been booked 
for each month, and the programme will be ready in May for you to peruse.  Various 
members have been most helpful in suggesting speakers and I am most grateful for 
that.  If I have not included your suggestions, it will be because I try to vary the topics 
as much as possible for our broad range of members, but I have noted their contact 
details for the 2018 - 19 programme. 

I look forward to seeing you on 8th May. 

Val Williams 
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