Pennington Flash 17th Sept 2014


Some 12 members gathered in Pennington Flash's car park for our first meeting of the season in warm, partly cloudy and calm conditions. Our first sighting of note, while we were donning boots and sorting out binoculars, was an very active Goldcrest, probing through the leaves of a mereside alder. And as we gathered on the bank to search through the birds, a Jay flew across the Flash, and we saw the first of some 30 Great Crested Grebes.

Our first stop was at the Horrocks' Hide, which looks out at the waterbirds on the Spit, a shingle and mud peninsula that thrusts its nose north-westwards into Pennington's Nature Reserve. Yet it was the land birds that caught the attention, feeding in the trees and on a bank to the right side of the hide, our most extroverted performer being a dust-bathing Wren, seen at close range. The Spit held a mix of Herons, Canada Geese, Tufted Ducks, Cormorants and Lapwings, and the low-lying area to its right was attracting Stock Doves as well as young Wood Pigeons to feed. 

Quite suddenly, a Kingfisher zoomed onto a stake right in front of the hide, allowing good views to all. It just as quickly zoomed away into the backwater on our right, and from there zigzagged a couple of times across the channel. Examination of the water beyond the spit put us on to Little Grebe, Teal and a pair of eclipse Shovelers, identifiable by their oversize bills. Two or three Swallows drifted south, perhaps a harbinger of the hirundine flood to come.

Leaving the Horrocks' hide allowed a glimpse into the water beside it, and in a clump of iris leaves on the far bank, a Reed Warbler was searching for food, but showed only briefly. Our next stop of note was Ramsdales Hide, where we identified our first few Gadwall, the white speculums distinctive. Here too, after some intensive searching, we found 4 Snipe, those ungainly-looking bills probing deeply into the mud, or lying hidden among back feathers as their owners sought a snooze in the now-prevalent sunshine.

We moved up towards the canal, where we struck lucky with a group of feeding birds, including Long-tailed Tit, 2 male Blackcaps (an adult and a juvenile), and a Chiffchaff was heard. A Kestrel hovered overhead. Our next hide was Penghies, where a number of previously-seen species were gathered. To them we added Wigeon.

And then to the much-anticipated Bunting hide, the woodland hide overlooking a well-maintained feeding station. First to catch the eye was a small flock of Greenfinches, avidly putting away the seeds from one of the mesh-covered tables. A Coal Tit was quickly added to the notebook as it fed at another. A shy Song Thrush fed on the ground right at the back of the feeding area, and a Nuthatch arrowed in and out. At last one of our target birds appeared – a Willow Tit flashed in, snatched up a sunflower seed and flashed out again. It showed rings on its right leg (red over green) but its left leg appeared withered. At least two more Willow Tits were added, as two birds visited different tables from different directions.

We tore ourselves away reluctantly and took over a couple of picnic tables on the shores of the Flash for a leisurely lunch in the heat of the day. Stirring ourselves, we walked on to the Lapwing and then Teal hides, but although we saw plenty of species, we did not tally any more until we returned to the Bunting hide, where, with some patience, a male Bullfinch proclaimed himself star of the show on the middle feeding table. We totalled 46 species for the day, providing a reminder to the birdwatchers of birds seen previously and perhaps a forerunner of sightings to come.

Pennington Flash 17/09/2014 Trip List

	Canada Goose
	Car Park, Spit
	Long-tailed Tit
	Canal

	Mute Swan
	Flash, Horrocks
	Nuthatch
	Bunting

	Gadwall
	Ramsdales, Teal
	Wren
	Horrocks, Bunting

	Wigeon
	Penghies
	Goldcrest
	Lake side car park

	Mallard
	Common
	Chiffchaff
	Heard Canal

	Shoveler
	Spit, Ramsdales
	Reed-Warbler
	behind Horrocks

	Teal
	Spit, Ramsdales, Teal
	Blackcap
	2 Canal

	Tufted Duck
	Common
	Robin
	Several

	Little Grebe 
	Spit
	Blackbird
	3-4 seen

	Great Crested Grebe
	Flash, over 300 counted
	Song Thrush
	Bunting

	Great Cormorant
	Spit
	Starling
	2-3 small flocks, mobile

	Grey Heron
	5 on Spit, Flash, Teal
	Dunnock
	Horrocks

	Kestrel
	Canal
	Pied Wagtail 
	Horrocks

	Buzzard
	Canal
	Chaffinch
	Horrocks, Bunting

	Moorhen
	Common
	Greenfinch
	Bunting

	Coot
	Common
	Bullfinch
	Bunting

	Lapwing
	Spit
	
	

	Common Snipe
	Ramsdales, Teal
	
	

	Black-headed Gull
	Common
	
	

	Lesser Black-backed Gull
	Several on Flash
	
	

	Stock Dove
	Horrocks and Bunting
	
	

	Wood-Pigeon
	Horrocks, common
	
	

	Kingfisher
	Horrocks
	
	

	Jay
	1 across Flash
	
	

	Magpie
	Several seen
	
	

	Barn Swallow
	2 or 3 Horrocks
	
	

	Willow Tit
	3 Bunting, 1 ringed
	
	

	Coal Tit
	2-3 Bunting
	
	

	Great Tit
	Car Park, Canal, Bunting
	
	

	Blue Tit
	Common
	
	


